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The Student Government 
Association would like to 
congratulate, Scarlette Santos 
new Programming Chair of 
the Lawrence Campus, which 
was voted on during special 
Elections on 10/3/2019. 


Halloween extravaganza 
cohosted by student Govern- 
ment Association the office 

of student life and the office 
of transitional support on 
Halloween 10/31. Enjoy some 
trick-or-treating from office to 
office on both campuses some 
free goodies and activities. 


SGA has weekly meetings 
every Thursday at 4 p.m. all 
students faculty and staff are 
encouraged to attend. There 
is always an open student 
forum for students to share 
any issues and concerns or 
even celebrate some great 
things that have happened or 
ask questions. Meetings are 
held simultaneously from the 
Haverhill campus in the Stu- 
dent Center room 106 and on 
the Lawrence campus in the 
Demetry building room 143. 


YMCA passes for Lawrence 
can be picked up in the office 
of student life in Haverhill 
student center room 215 
Tuesday Wednesday and 
Thursdays from 12 PM to 3 
PM and in Lawrence in the 
office of -student Life in the 
Demetry building room 134 
Mondays 8:30 AM to 4:30 
PM and Thursdays from 8:30 
AM to 3:30 PM. In Lawrence 
you can also pick these up 
when our Work Study office is 
open which is in room 130 in 
the Dimitri building. YMCA 
passes are free to students 
with a current semester Fall 
2019 sticker on the back of 
their student ID 
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Joann Mejia, a business management major, meets with a representative of Fitchburg 
State during Transfer Day on the Haverhill campus Oct. 9. 


Transfer Day draws scores of students 


By Patty GOSSELIN 
Campus Life Editor 


The majority of students who 
enroll at Northern Essex plan to 
transfer on for a bachelor’s de- 
gree. 

That’s why Northern Essex 
plans Transfer Days each semes- 
ter, one in Haverhill and one in 
Lawrence, where students can 
meet with representatives from 
30-plus public and private col- 
leges and universities and discuss 
programs, financial aid, and other 
topics. 

When students arrive at Trans- 


| fer Day, they are greeted by ac- 


ademic advising, where they can 
get questions answered about 
their academic paths and pick up 
a bag to carry all the items col- 
lected from visiting schools. 

The fall 2019 Transfer Day 
was held in Haverhill on Oct. 9, 
and at the Lawrence campus on 
Oct. 17 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in 
the Dimitry Building, 45 Franklin 
St. 


At the Haverhill event. music 
major Mirabella Platt said she 
was grateful to receive support 
from academic advising before 
the event. 

Platt was most excited to meet 
with Grand Canyon University, a 
private university in Arizona, and 
was pleased to find out that the 
college credit classes she took in 
high school would be recognized 
by the university as applicable 
credits towards her bachelor’s 
degree. 

What’s so special about the 
event? 

“Connection, the ability to talk 
face to face instead of do my own 
research, it’s a lot more helpful” 
said Platt. 

James Andrews, another mu- 
sic major, who attended the 
Haverhill event, met with his 
“dream school,” University of 
New Hampshire, where he said 
he wants to pursue a future as an 
audio engineer. 

The transfer event, he said, 
helped him feel more confident 


about transferring and enrolling 
there, despite feeling timid about 
participating at first. 

Andrews said the event gave 
him a reminder that he’s not stuck 
where he’s at right now. 

“There are other options that 
are going come your way later on, 
whether you finish a degree right 
now or not. It’s never too late to 
keep learning,” he said. 

Assistant Director of Transfer 
Admissions at Umass Amherst, 
Amanda Haskins, occupied a ta- 
ble at the Haverhill Transfer Day. 

“This is one of my favorite 
types of events to come to, just 
because it’s a lot easier for us to 
come to students,” said Haskins. 

Haskins wants students to 
leave the event knowing that 
there are many options for contin- 
ued education and that that there 
are people who can support them 
with the options, she said. 

Jacklyn Haas, Salem State 
director of undergraduate admis- 
sions, was quick to remind stu- 
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the Department of Ath- 
letics and Recreation 
will be leading a trip to 
to RelAxe Throwing in 
Manchester, NH to play 
with sharp objects for a 
couple of hours of fun. 
Departure time is 3 
p-m. and participants 
should be back to the 


valid NECC ID, and 
includes 2 hours of in- 
struction/throwing and 
transportation. 


Join Drew Menter 
from the U.S. Census 
Bureau for a presenta- 
tion and questions & 
answers. 

Wednesday, Oct. 
30, Haverhill Campus 
Spurk Building, Lec- 
ture Hall A llam-12:15 
p-m. or Phil ADaga- 
ti presents Thursday, 
Oct., 31. Lawrence 
Campus 

8-9:15 a.m., Dimit- 
ry Building room 200 
12:30-1:45 p.m, Dimit- 
ry Building room 244 


Haverhill Campus 
100 Elliott St., Spurk Build- 
ing, Room 110C 


Lawrence Campus 
45 Franklin St. main 


Call 978.556.3333 from a 
cell phone. Extension 3333 
from any campus phone on 

either campus. 
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Hong Kong: To be free or to not be free? 


By CAMERYN TIEULI 
Editor-in-Chief 

Protests in Hong Kong have 
been dominating the news cycle 
the past couple weeks, but few 
really understand what has been 
happening. One has to go back 
many years to understand the en- 
tirety of the situation. 

We have to start with the late 
1800s, and China and the British 
empire have just fought a series 
of battles known as the Opium 
wars. 

Britain was pumping Chinese 
markets full of the drug opium, 
similar to heroin, which was 
something that didn’t really sit 
well with the Chinese, as it was 
causing a drug epidemic amongst 
its people. 

Britain would go on to hand- 
edly beat Chinese forces and, as 
part of the treaty, leased the City 
of Hong Kong for the next 99 
years, until 1997. 

Many expected the British to 
extend the lease in 1997, but that 
would not be what was destined 


to happen. 

Hong Kong was given back 
to China, but not subject to all 
of Chinese laws. They would re- 
main a semi-autonomous region, 
pick their own leaders, and make 
their own laws. “Hong Kong will 
be ran by Hong Kongers”was 
how it was put. This little deal 
would go down as the “One 
country, two systems” deal. 

This semi autonomy would 
continue for 50 years, until 2047. 
At this point, Hong Kong would 
be under control of China. 

But now China is trying to 
speed up this process, most no- 
tably through an extradition bill 
that would put Hong Kong cit- 
izens at the mercy of Chinese 
courts. 

The excuse for the passage of 
this bill is a Hong Kong citizen 
that killed his fiance while on 
vacation in Taiwan. He admit- 
ted to the crime while in Hong 
Kong, but was unable to be tried 
because of the absence of an ex- 
tradition treaty. 

Now this man, Chang Tong- 
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Kai, does certainly deserve to 
pay for his crime. But that’s not 
what China really cares about 
here. China doesn’t even recog- 
nize the sovereignty of Taiwan, 
let alone care about the integrity 
of its legal system. 

Native Hong Kongers were 
outraged with this bill, which 
was introduced in February of 
this year. Immediately upon its 
introduction, they started protest- 
ing. They didn’t only protest, but 
protested in staggering numbers. 
Two million of Hong Kong’s 
population of 7 million have 
taken to the street, according to 
BBC. 

They would end up success- 
ful in getting this extradition 
bill scrapped, but now that is not 
enough for them. They’ve seen 
Mainland China’s true intentions, 
and have no plans to be their pup- 
pet. 

They are demanding more 
democratic freedoms now and for 
the future, and will likely contin- 
ue to protest for them. As they 
should. 


Roaming Reporter 


Photo Courtesy of Studio Incendo 
Protesters in Hong Kong 


What is your opinion on vaping? 


AMY BOBARD 
SIGN LANGUAGE 


It’s a personal choice but there should 
be more research done and caution 
exercised. 


NURSING 


It’s not good for your health! It’s 
very addictive and dangerous. 


KERLANDE JOSEPH 


NATHANIEL MCARTHUR 
WRITING 
Tobacco and cigarettes are what’s killing 
people, vaping is better than cigarettes. 


= 
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CRISLAURIS CRUZ 
EXERCISE SCIENCE 

I hate it. It shouldn’t be banned but there 

should be more regulation. 
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By Aaron LEHNER 
Opinion Editor 


Warner Brothers released 
their new film “Joker” Oct. 4, 
2019. The film centers around 
the mentally unstable Arthur 
Fleck (Joaquin Phoenix) who 
lives with his mother in the inner 
city of Gotham. The film depicts 
his downward spiral into insan- 
ity as a series of events unfold, 
molding him into the criminal 
mastermind of anarchy and cha- 
os by the end. 

Before we go any further, it 
should be worth noting to dis- 
cuss the publicity this film has 
garnered. There have been many 
concerns of the possibility of in- 
spiring real-world violence. This 
is in due part to the Aurora, Col- 
orado mass shooting which oc- 
curred on July 20, 2012. Perpe- 
trator James Eagan Holmes had 
gone to a midnight screening of 
“The Dark Knight” at Century 
16 movie theater. He proceeded 
to throw tear gas grenades and 
shoot at the audience with mul- 
tiple firearms. There were 12 
deaths and 78 injuries in total. 
At the time this was the largest 
number of casualties (82) in one 
shooting in U.S. history until the 
Orlando Nightclub shooting in 
2016, which had a total of 102 
casualties (50 deaths (including 
perpetrator) and 53 injured). 

To me this isn’t much of a 
stretch to compare that shoot- 
ing with this film. Although it is 
unfair to assume that with this 
film’s dark tone that it will cause 
violence. It goes to show how 
our media as a whole is obsessed 
with the tragedy of the world, 
and wants to showcase any rea- 


son for it to potentially occur. 

I had gone to see the film 
during Columbus Day weekend 
at AMC Methuen with my friend 
Matt. Before going in, he said 
that he heard some theaters were 
searching patrons before letting 
them into theaters. Fortunately 
that was not the case for us, al- 
though I had to show my ID at 
the booth (I have an AMC Stubs 
membership and you’re required 
to show identification before ev- 
ery movie). 

With that said, let’s talk about 
the film and what it had to offer. 
This is in most part, an original 
story written by Todd Phillips 
and Scott Silver. Phillips stated 
that he and Silver took inspira- 
tion from the films of Martin 
Scorsese, and the graphic novel 
Batman: The Killing Joke (1988) 
by Alan Moore. The graphic nov- 
el was the basis for the premise, 
but Phillips and Silver otherwise 
did not look to specific comics 
for inspiration. 

As a film lover, it was very 
clear where the inspiration 
comes from. I thought about 
Scorsese’s 1976 film “Taxi Driv- 
er” (starring Robert De Niro who 
also appears in “Joker”), which 
centers on a protagonist con- 
stantly isolated from the world 
around him. Being a taxi driver, 
he is not often treated with basic 
human decency, which makes 
him strangely relatable. He is the 
anti-hero we come to sympathize 
with, but also realize all the harm 
he is causing. 

The film opens with Arthur 
Fleck at his job dressed as a 
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clown for the company, the Ha- 
Ha’s, standing in front of a store 
holding a sign. As he is dancing 
and waving the sign around, 
some kids snatch up the sign and 
Arthur chases them. He eventu- 
ally gets cornered by the kids in 
an alley, and they beat him up 
and destroy his sign. This open- 
ing sequence perfectly illustrates 
the kind of life our protagonist 
lives. 

The fact that he also works as 
a clown ties into what he will in- 
evitably become. There are lots 
of times that Arthur forces him- 
self to smile, whether it’s by us- 
ing his fingers like in the trailer, 
or painting his face to look like 
a smile. A quote which is repeat- 
ed throughout the film is, “My 
mother always tells me to smile 
and put on a happy face. She 
told me I had a purpose: to bring 
laughter and joy to the world.” 

The motif of “putting on a 
happy face” speaks to us as to 
how we are supposed to act in 
society to face the dark horrors 
of the world. But regarding the 
case of someone who cannot 
cope with it, how does a nor- 
mal person deal with that? Often 
times we try to dismiss or ignore 
the problem, and this film serves 
as a spectacle showing how any 
normal person can contribute 
(intentional or no) to another 
person’s insanity. The outcome 
of our blatant dismissal can in- 
deed have consequences. 

These hard questions are part 
of the reason why I thought this 
film was so great. 

It gave an interesting charac- 
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‘Joker’ depicts downward spiral 


Film offers an interesting, thought-provoking character study 


OCTOBER 4 


Theatrical poster of “Joker.” 


ter study on one of the most pop- 
ular comic book characters in 
history. Despite what the media 
might say, the film does not actu- 
ally have much violence until the 


Photo from IMDb.com 


end. On top of Phoenix’s stellar 
performance, the music, cinema- 
tography and color pallet are all 
top notch. 


Students weigh in on impeachment 


Presidential politics topic of interest on campus 


By JADEN WHITE 
Correspondent 


Students at Northern Essex 
Community College (NECC) 
have thoughts about impeach- 
ment during the questionable 
times of the Trump Administra- 
tion. 

A whistleblower claimed that 
they overheard President Trump 
in a call with President Zelensky 
of Ukraine. 

The whistleblower reported 


that Trump may have used Amer- 
ica’s resources as leverage to try 
and get Ukraine to investigate 
Joe Biden’s son, Hunter Biden. 
Nancy Pelosi, the Speaker of 
the United States House of Rep- 
resentatives, believes that this in- 
cident must be investigated. 
Many members of Congress 
have come forward and said that 
impeachment may be the answer. 
Lauren Thornhill, a student 


at Northern Essex Community 
College said, “I don’t know why 
they didn’t do it sooner.” 
Thornhill was referring to im- 
peaching President Trump. 
Thornhill, like many, can 
not wrap her head around why 
Trump has not faced consequenc- 
es through out all of his scandals. 
Professor David Rattigan of 
NECC said that he is concerned 
that these issues will become 


“political theater.” 

He said, “Republicans will go 
one way and Democrats will go 
another.” 

Professor Rattigan is high- 
lighting the issue of partisanship 
in America. 

According to The New York 
Times 227 House Democrats 
support impeachment (as of Oct. 
10, 2019). 

Meanwhile, most House Re- 


publicans are have not come out 
against impeachment. 

Evie Mejia, a NECC Stu- 
dent, said, “Honestly, I think he 
should (be impeached), but I also 
wouldn’t want Mike Pence as 
president.” 

Many Americans are not will- 
ing to impeach President Trump 
out of fear that Mike Pence 
would be given the position. 


Pa 
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NATHANIEL McARTHUR 
Correspondent 


Columbus Day has come 
and gone. Students at NECC 
with Monday classes had that 
day away from professors and 
schoolwork to hopefully relax 
and enjoy the extra long week- 
end. 


However the holiday in re- 
cent years has been under some 
scrutiny. Some people believe 
Christopher Columbus was a 
monster and we need to rename 
the holiday to “Indigenous Peo- 
ple’s Day.” 

While other people believe 


News 
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Columbus Day 
Should it be celebrated? 


Columbus had lead us into a new 
age of discovery and science. 

Many of us have heard 
the rhyming song “In 1492 Co- 
lumbus sailed the ocean blue.” 
While that rhyme might have 
been nice and cute when we were 
in third grade it has a much dark- 
er story. Columbus didn’t discov- 
er Am 

erica. He didn’t even discoy- 
er what he was trying to achieve. 
Columbus was originally to try- 
ing to find an easier way to find 
India. 

However, he landed on the In- 
dies, a chain of islands in the Ca- 
ribbean. He then enslaved hun- 
dreds of natives in The Indies, 


and brought them back to Spain. 
Susan Boucher, a biology ma- 


jor at NECC, believed Columbus 


was a horrible person, “Colum- 
bus murdered many people in 
the Indies. I am a Native Amer- 
ican woman and we have been 
oppressed for hundreds of years 
and Columbus was the start of 
this horrible treatment.” 
However other students 
don’t view Columbus in this way. 
Students like Jimmy Bonner, an 
Engineering major, believe Co- 
lumbus was the most important 
factor to history. Bonner stat- 
ed “Columbus was on orders of 
Spain to bring back slaves. He 
was not going to be able to get 


the funding for the trip unless he 
could prove it would be of value 
to Spain.” 

Other people believe that 
Columbus made one of the great- 
est scientific advances in history. 
Neil Degrasse Tyson, head of the 
Hayden Planetarium, stated on 
the Powerful Joe Rogan podcast 
that “I think him (Columbus) 
coming to America was the most 
significant thing to ever happen 
in our species... Now Columbus 
crosses the Atlantic and makes 
contact with humans, this is the 
first time this has happened in ten 
thousand years. We are now one 
common genetic group .” 

Elizabeth Griffin, a History 


Major stated on Neil’s comment, 
“T agree with Neil that this dis- 
covery of America was highly 
important however Columbus 
should not be celebrated because 
he responsible for thousands of 
deaths. 

We were going to discover 
America eventually We should 
not have killed all those people 
but I guess it was probably in- 
evitable. Whether you celebrate 
Columbus Day, or Indigenous 
People’s Day, or don’t celebrate 
the day at all the day off may be 
the relaxing day student’s need. 


Severity of global warming debated on campus 
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“The temperature is all over the place, we have more severe 
wildfires, the ice is melting rapidly in Antartica and Greenland 


Hycina Matuurin 
Correspondent 

Is global warming real? Are 
we really to blame or is nature 
simply taking its natural course? 

According to NASA, evi- 
dence shows that the Earth is 
warming ten times faster and that 
human activity is the greatest 
factor in this change. 

Climate change or global 
warming may lead to catastroph- 
ic events that will greatly impact 
future generations unless we 
attempt to save our planet. 

NECC alumna Mary Peter of 
Haverhill believes that climate 
change is real. “Something is 
happening in the atmosphere” 
Peter said. 


NATAYLA CRESPO 


Correspondent 

During this fall semester 
at Northern Essex, there are 
many different students on 
both the Haverhill and Law- 
rence Campus, but even with 
the wide variety of interests, 
the students have goals that 
they wish to accomplish, and 
it all starts here. 

Student Wilfred Acosta of 
Lawrence is an Art Major who 
spends most of his time on 
the Haverhill campus, study- 
ing with his friends during his 
breaks, and taking his classes 
:Marine Biology, Painting | 
and Art history. 

“Painting 1 is my favorite 
because I find painting liberat- 
ing.” Acosta says. 


- Mary Peter, NECC alumni 


Se ae 


“The temperature is all over 
the place, we have more severe 
wildfires, the ice is melting 
rapidly in Antarctica and Green- 
land.” 

Exercise Science major 
Roselly Lassus also agrees that 
something strange is going on 
globally. “I think the weather has 
become harsher as the years go 
by; every year storms are becom- 


ing worse; summers are hotter 
and the usual weather for the 
seasons become more delayed 
than expected” Lassus said. 
According to NASA, it is 
expected that hurricanes will be 
more intense, the sea level will 
rise, there will be more wildfires, 
the availability and quality of 
clean water will be decreased, 
more droughts will occur and the 


quality of our air will decline. 

Haverhill resident Karleny 
Leon who majors in Business 
Management believes that we 


should find ways to prevent glob- 


al warming from getting worse. 
“Although the damage we 
have caused is irreversible, we 
can surely do more to save and 
protect our Planet” Leon said. 
“we should take recycling more 


Students discuss majors 


“Art history is my least fa- 
Vorite, since I have a hard time 
engaging in that class.” 

Acosta chose art as a major 
because he has been creating 
original art since he was a kid, 
“It’s therapeutic,” he says. 

Nyasha Williams of Haver- 
hill is a Forensic Science ma- 
jor. 

She is currently taking ASL 
(American Sign Language), 
Instrumental Analysis and In- 
tro to Organic and Biochem- 
istry. 

“My favorite class is a tie 
between American Sign Lan- 
guage and Intro to Organic 
and Biochemistry.” Williams 
says. 


classes fun and interesting 
while teaching. ASL is also 
my most challenging class 
because my professor is deaf, 
which made the first few days 
hard. But this is a good thing 
too because it helps us learn 
the language better and it’s 
mandatory, so we understand 
the professor and he under- 
stands us.” 


sue her career in Crime Scene 
Investigation. 
found out that she may have to 
transfer to a 4-year school to 
go for her bachelor’s degree, 
which she is looking into now. 


“My professors make the 


Williams would like to pur- 


She recently 


seriously and use more natural, 
biodegradable products.” 


The use of renewable energy, 
biodegradable material, compost- 
ing at home, minimizing waste 
and using less water for showers 
and other activities may seem 
irrelevant but can help minimize 


global warming. 

“Many might deny that there 
is a climate problem because try- 
ing to repair and prevent further 
damage would be costly” Peter 
said. “Change should start with 
individuals, and then communi- 
ties and maybe then it will reach 
a government level.” 


Photo By Natayla Crespo 


Photo of student Nyasha Williams 
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Harvard president emeritus speaks 


Lawrence Summers covered a broad range of topics during visit 
3% 


A) 


NECC Newsroom 


Lawrence Summers, president 
emeritus of Harvard University, 
where he continues to teach eco- 
nomics, was on Northern Essex 
Community College’s Haverhill 
Campus to talk with students on 
Oct. 2. During his two hours at 
the college, Summers covered 
a broad range of topics from 
closing equity gaps in high- 
er education to the importance 
of getting involved politically. 
His presentation was sponsored 
by the college’s Global Stud- 
ies Department and arranged 
by Professor Richard Padova. 

He opened his presentation 
withamessage directed toward the 
100-plus students in the audience. 

“The battle for America’s 
future will be won or lost in 
our nation’s community col- 
leges and by the people who 
study within them,” he said. 

When asked by Northern Es- 
sex President Lane Glenn to elab- 
orate, Summers said “Big things 
are the sum of small things. If 
small things don’t work right, 
than big things don’t matter.” 

To illustrate, Summers shared 
astory about his recent week-long 
hospitalization at Mass General 
Hospital for an undisclosed med- 
ical issue, crediting the excel- 
lent front-line care he received. 

“In that hospital, a miracle 
was working. People on the 
front lines of care — graduates of 
schools like this one — were care- 
ful and skillful and serious, and 
I felt better, much better, about 
the society of which I was part.” 

While Summers has spent 
most of his career at an Ivy 
League college, he recognizes 
the issues lower and middle in- 


come students face. As Harvard 
president for five years, from 
2001 to 2006, he is most proud 
of the policy he implemented 
guaranteeing accepted students 
with a family income of under 
$60,000 a free ride to Harvard. 

In response to a question 
asking what he would do with a 
$100 million donation to higher 
education, Summers  suggest- 
ed he would use the money “to 
forge connections between com- 
munity colleges and selective 
institutions.” Those initiatives 
might include providing com- 
munity college students with 
internet access to the Harvard 
libraries or creating online cours- 
es for community college stu- 
dents that originate at Harvard. 

“I wouldn’t want my mon- 
ey to go toward perpetua- 
tion of privilege,” he said. 

Summers is optimistic about 
the future of our country, but 
he also sees challenges ahead. 

“... We are the country that 
brought you the internet; we are 
the country that has leading cut- 
ting-edge companies like no oth- 
er; we are the country that has 
been at the forefront on gay rights; 
we are the country to which stu- 
dents all over the world want to 
come; and we are the country to 
which migrants from all over the 
world choose and want to come. 
Let’s not sell ourselves short.” 

Challenges, according to 
Summers, include declining op- 
portunities for upward mobility 
for middle class families; short- 
er life expectancies, primarily 
due to the opioid crisis; and low 
levels of confidence and trust. 

He told students that our 
country’s future depends on 
the choices they make on is- 
sues such as climate change 


_ 


Photo courtesy NECC Newsroom 


NECC students, faculty, and staff with Larry Summers (front, center). 


and _ nuclear 
One student asked Summers 
advice on what he and other young 
people can do to improve them- 
selves and the world in general. 
Here’s what Summers shared: 
Register to vote 

Elect the best president by 
educating yourself on the issues 


proliferation. 


> 


Volunteer four hours a week 

for the candidate you believe in 
Summers also served as sec- 
retary of the treasury during 
the Clinton Administration 
and as the director of the 
White House National Eco- 
nomic Council and assistant 
to the president for econom- 


ic policy for President Obama. 

“Larry Summers has _ had 
a profound effect on politics, 
economics, and education in 
our country,” said Northen 
Essex President Lane Glenn. 

“It's an honor to wel- 
come him to our campus.” 


NECC hosts suicide prevention seminar 
Goal was to educate and raise awareness 


By PETER ALEXANDRIS 
Correspondent 


On Thursday, October 10th, 
Northern Essex Community 
College, in cooperation with 
Riverside Trauma Center, host- 
ed a seminar entitled, “Act- 
ing for Sucide Prevention.” 

The Conference was held in 
The Science Center where Wahee- 
da Saif, LMHC spoke to NECC 
students, faculty, staff, and the 
public about suicide prevention. 

The preparation for this 
conference began roughly a 
year ago, and the members of 
the planning group feel that 
their efforts were a success. 

The goal of the conference 
was to bring awareness to the 
community about suicide and 
to educate people about why it 
happens and how to help those 
who may have suicidal thoughts. 

The conference opened up with 
Saif, reporting that in 2017, 47,173 
of the deaths that happened in the 
United States were by suicide. 

However, she also reported 
that most of these suicides were 
committed by those who had 


a diagnosable mental illness. 

“Suicide is one of the 
most preventable deaths in 
the United States,” said Saif. 

The crowd included partici- 
pants who said they had experi- 
ence with someone who either 
attempted sucide or they knew 
someone who attempted suicide. 

These people shared their 
stories expressing how sad they 
were and shared their feelings 
of loss and helplessness regard- 
ing themselves or a loved one. 

Saif continued by _ break- 
ing down the _ stereotypes 
and myths about suicide. 

“Those who attempt  sui- 
cide are not weak or misunder- 
stood. Neither are they selfish, 
copycats, or cowards. Gener- 
ally they are people who don’t 
know how to resolve the deep 
pain they feel. They don’t nec- 
essarily want to kill themselves, 
they just want to kill the pain.” 

Those at risks for suicide are 
people who have a family his- 
tory of depression, substance 
abuse, or addiciton problems, 
medical factors or those who 


have made previous attempts. 

According to the National In- 
stitute of Mental Health the main 
risk factors for suicide include: A 
prior suicide attempt, depression 
and other mental health disor- 
ders, substance abuse disorder, a 
family history of a mental health 
or substance abuse disorder or 
suicide, family violence, hav- 
ing guns or other firearms in the 
home, being in prison or jail, be- 
ing exposed to others’ suicidal be- 
havior, such as a family member, 
peer, or media figure, medical ill- 
ness, and being between the ages 
of 15 and 24 years or over age 60. 

Suicide can be prevented by 
providing people with a safe place 
to connect and to comminucate. 

The most important thing 
you can do if you fear that 
someone you know is suicid- 
al, is encourage them to talk. 

Saif said “We as a commu- 
nity, need to break the silence, 
change the stigma, and elmi- 
nate the shame at suicide.” 

NECC Counseling and Psy- 
chological Services are available. 
According ot the NECC website: 


“The counseling center at 
NECC is here to support your 
personal, social, and academic 
development. Our professional 
staff provide short-term individ- 
ual counseling, as well as proac- 
tive prevention, education, and 
consultation across campus. We 
can assist you during crisis situa- 
tions and are a resource for refer- 
rals to both on-campus and com- 
munity support services. Our staff 
is committed to providing pro- 
fessional mental health care that 
appreciates the uniqueness and 
diversity of all students. All ser- 
vices are confidential, free, and 
available to all NECC students. 

You can make an appoint- 


ment by e-mailing counsel- 
ing@necc.mass.edu or  call- 
ing 978-556-3730. Please 


include what campus you would 
like to be seen on and dates/ 
times most convenient for you. 

Locations: Haverhill Campus 


Behrakis Student 
Center (SC Building) 
Room: SC-212 
Lawrence Campus 


John R. Dimitry (L) Building 


Room: L-115 
If You are in an Urgent 
Mental Health Situation 
Call or come to counseling and 
psychological services even if you 
do not have an appointment. Let 
us know that it is an urgent mat- 
ter and we will see you as soon 
as possible. After hours if you 
are in a life threatening situation 
call 911 or utilize the following 
24 hour resources that are avail- 
able in English and Spanish.” 
24 Hour Resources 
Suicide  Preven- 
1-800-273-8255 


YWCA Sexual Assault & 
Domestic Violence 877-509- 
9922 / Spanish 800-223-5001 


National 
tion Lifeline 


Mass. Department of 
Public Health Addiction 
Helpline 800-327-5050 


Get Help Now: Crisis Text 
Line Text “START” to 741-741 
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Cult classic horror movies to revisit 
Halloween is perfect time to watch these franchises 


By MICHELLE 
CoLBERT-MASON 


Arts & Entertainment Editor 
With Halloween creeping up 
on us, being less than a week 
and a half away, it only seems 
right to list some of the best, 
timeless horror movie franchis- 
es. If you’re lacking Halloween 
plans and are looking for a fun, 
but affordable, way to spend 
the day, try a movie marathon 
of one (or all) of the following 
horror franchises. The faintheart- 
ed, skittish, and afraid beware. 
On Halloween night, it’s near- 
ly impossible to not see someone 
dressed as Ghostface, Freddy 
Krueger, Jason, or Michael My- 
ers. These costumes are a hit, just 
as the franchises who produced 
the movies of these characters are. 


They are an import- 
ant part of pop culture. 
1 The Exorcist 


First on the list is The Exor- 
cist. Probably the scariest mov- 
ie of all time at one point, The 
Exorcist is a 1973 film based 
off the best-selling novel The 
Exorcist by William  Blatty. 

The 1973 film was the first mov- 
ie of the franchise and generated 
a massive reaction from viewers. 

In the film, a young girl named 
Reagan, 12 years old, is living 
with her mother, an actress. Rea- 
gan and her friends decide to play 
with a Ouija board (big mistake), 
where she communicates with 
Captain Howdy, who is sup- 
posedly an imaginary friend. 
Soon after this she begins act- 
ing strange, making odd noises, 
misbehaving, as well as strange 
things occurring such as her bed 
shaking violently. It is confirmed 
she is possessed, at least to her 
mother who initially believed she 
was psychologically ill, when 
her mother is hosting a party and 
she speaks with a guest, telling 
him he was going to die in space 
(he’s an astronaut) and proceeded 
to pee on the floor as she stood. 
After a number of psychological 


By ELIZA ORTOLANI 
Correspondent 


The theater department at 
NECC has been a whirlwind 
of activity thanks to the depart- 
ment head, Brianne Beatrice, 
putting in hard work to grow 
the program in recent years. 

In2016, the duo whoran the the- 
ater department at NECC retired. 

The majors for _ the- 
ater and dance on  cam- 
pus were being shut down. 

Brianne Beatrice, an Eq- 
uity actress herself, was to 
take on the role of phasing 
the program out of existence. 

This included the associ- 
ate’s degree that had been of- 
fered in Theater. When she took 


tests are performed, all resulting 
to be negative, and a priest wit- 
nesses her bizarre behavior, he 
and another priest are called in to 
perform an exorcism on Reagan 
to save her soul. During the ex- 
orcism, seeing Reagan’s bizarre 
behavior and vulgar acts, one 
of the priests proves to be weak 
and prone to the demon Pazuzu’s 
taunting and is dismissed by the 
accompanying priest. The re- 
maining priest then attempts to 
carry on the exorcism himself 
but has a heart attack and is un- 
able to be revived by the priest 
who was earlier dismissed. In 
an act of self sacrifice, the priest 
tells the demon to leave Reagan 
and welcomes it into himself. 
The film is known for disturb- 
ing images and is a staple in pop 
culture, said by some to be the 
best horror movie made during its 
time. It has inspired many other 
horror films, parodies, and is men- 
tioned in multiple movies, like 
This Is The End, as well as tele- 
vision show, including Ghost Ad- 
ventures, The Boondocks, Cour- 
age the Cowardly Dog (yes,the 
cartoon) — the list goes on. 
2.A Nightmare on Elm Street 

If you’re alive, there’s a 
good chance you’ve heard of 
the character Freddy Krueger. 
The 1984 slasher film, A 
Nightmare on Elm Street, takes 
place in Springwood, Ohio, 
with four teens — one played 
by Johnny Depp, his film de- 
but — as the victims of Freddy 
Krueger, the spirit of a burnt se- 
rial killer wearing a glove with 
blades, looking to kill them in 
their dreams and thus in reality. 
Freddy Krueger, the son of 
100 maniacs, was abused and 
teased as a child -- you'll find this 
to be a pattern -- because of the 
story of how he was conceived. 
Even alive he was a serial kill- 
er, the Springwood Slasher, kill- 
ing children, mangling them and 
strewing their remains over town. 
When Freddy was caught for his 
crimes, but acquitted due to some 


technicalities, the parents of his 
victims burned him alive in the 
boiler room he once worked in. 
But this wasn’t the end of him 

or his killing spree. Freddy is giv- 
en the chance to become a dream 
demon, enabling him to enter 
people’s dreams and kill them 
there, which would kill them in 
the physical world as well. After 
his death, his victims are no lon- 
ger children but the kids of the 
parents who burned him alive. 
The horror franchise includes 
nine films, with the original writer 
Wes Craven returning for the 3rd 
installment, A Nightmare on Elm 
Street 3: Dream Warriors (1987), 
as well as the 7th installment, Wes 
Craven’s New Nightmare (1994). 
The movie received mixed 
reviews but grossed over $400 
million worldwide —a_noth- 
er pattern — making it the third 
highest selling franchise after 
Halloween and Friday the 13th. 
Many sequels, televi- 
sion shows, like  Freddy’s 
Nightmares, novels, com- 
ics, etc. followed thereafter. 
A remake, the ninth install- 
ment, of the original 1984 film was 
released in 2010 and it’s rumoured 
that a new remake is in the works. 
3. Friday _ the 13th 
Friday the 13th is often re- 
ferred to as an ominous, spooky 
day thanks to this franchise made 
up of 12 films, followed by tele- 
vision shows, comic books, nov- 
els, and additional merchandise. 
The first film, released in 
1980, follows a group of camp 
counselors attempting to reopen a 
summer camp said to be cursed, 
against the warnings of locals, 
on Crystal Lake. Crystal Lake 
has a murderous, eerie history, 
including the drowning death 
of a young boy and the string of 
murders that followed thereafter. 
One by one the group is mur- 
dered—axe in the face, arrow 
through the throat, stabbing, you 
get the gist. The crazed killer? Ja- 
son Voorhees, the young boy who 
drowned in the lake in 1957 on Fri- 


day the 13th. It was a tragic death 
that could’ve been avoided with 
the presence of camp counselors, 
who distracted by lust, were get- 
ting busy. Jason was a deformed 
child who was constantly teased 
and ridiculed by his fellow peers. 
As he was drowning they laughed 
at him, thinking he was joking. 

Friday the 13th is another sta- 
ple of the 80’s slasher film craze, 
going on to install 11 more moy- 
ies, starring Jason as the killer 
or inspiration for the killings. 

4.0 acl ito wre ecn 

Last, but certainly not least, 
Halloween. The slasher movie 
Halloween is a Halloween sta- 
ple and has proved to be a time- 
less story, its first production in 
1978 to its “final” movie in 2018. 

Halloween tells the story of a 
psychotic man, in love with kill- 
ing, finishing what he started. The 
story begins when Michael Myers, 
just 6 years old, stabs his older sis- 
ter to death on Halloween night. 

He is imprisoned in a san- 
itarium but escapes 15 years 
later while being transported 
to court on Halloween night. 

Returning to his home- 
town, he chooses a_ babysit- 
ter and her friends as prey. 

His psychiatrist follows him, 
enlisting the help of the local 
Sheriff, trying to contain’ the evil 
mistakenly let out of his cage. 

Surviving 6 bullets and being 
pushed offa balcony, Micheal flees 
until next Halloween...and the 
next one.. as well as the next one.. 

The popular horror _ fran- 
chise has 11 _ installments. 

The 8th movie, Halloween: 
Resurrection, which features a 
fight between Busta Rhymes 
and Myers, being the most in- 
famous (although not the low- 
est critically rated film of the 
franchise) for its low reviews, 
ratings, and overall quality. 

Rob Zombies’ take on the 
classic, titled Halloween (2007), 
starring Scout Taylor-Comp- 
ton instead of Curtis as Laurie 
Strode, received mixed reviews. 


Theater rebirth 
Brianne Beatrice keeps NECC theater program thriving 


over there was no theater; the 
Spurk building was under ren- 
ovation. That didn’t stop a 
production from happening, in- 
stead being held in the E build- 
ing until Spurk was renovated. 

Rather than phasing the 
program out, Beatrice plans 
to continue to grow it, be- 
lieving that it will thrive. 

As the productions contin- 
ued, and Beatrice began the 
class Summer Theater which 
puts on a production for credit. 

She now directs produc- 
tions as well as teaching Intro 
to Theater and Summer Theater. 

Observer Opinion Editor 
Aaron Lehner, a student who has 
worked closely with Beatrice, 
says of her, “I would definitely 
say she is extremely passionate. 
For all the years I’ve known 


Brianne Beatrice 


her, she always talks about 
her own experiences. She’s 


not shy about telling people how 


it is in the professional world.” 

Lehner says he is grateful for 
this because “no one ever told me 
what you have to go through.” 

Beatrice says of the pro- 
gram, “We have been producing 
new, fresh and edgy material.” 

Because of this, the pro- 
gram has-been __ thriving. 

In fall of 2018, their production 
“Stupid Fucking Bird’ gained na- 
tional recognition at The American 
College Theater Festival in DC. 

Beatrice does not take full 
credit for this feat, instead prais- 
ing the community and students, 
saying “There is a great spark of 
energy with the Acting students,” 
and that they are, “nothing short of 


inspiring, dedicated and thriving.” 
Another student _ says 
of Beatrice, “She’s _ inspir- 


ing for more than just theater. 


The 11th movie of the fran- 
chise, released in 2018, was a 
direct sequel to the original 1978 
film Halloween and was the 
highest grossing movie of the 
franchise. The film follows Lau- 
rie Strode, played once again by 
Jamie Lee Curtis, now a grand- 
mother, suffering from PTSD and 
preparing for her final battle with 
Michael Myers 40 years later. 

A few days before Hallow- 
een, Myers escapes from his cage 
once again during transport, to 
find Laurie Strode and finish his 
unfinished business with her. 
Laurie, who’s PTSD has taken 
a great toll on her life, leading 
to a strained relationship with 
her daughter and alcoholism, 
trains and prepares for Michael’s 
return, which she knows will 
come but everyone else denies. 

Protecting her family, ready to 
end this supernatural killer once 
and for all, Laurie goes head to 
head with Micheal in a fiery end. 

But in a post credit scene — 
always wait until the credits are 
over to leave the theater, people 
—we hear the breathing of Myers, 
signaling it’s not really ever over. 

With Myers recurrent res- 


urrections and  miractlous 
recoveries, it’s safe to say 
he will return once again. 


The first movie of the franchise 
was released in 1978 but can still 
be found .playing on channels 
like AMC and Syfy, especial- 
ly at this special time of year. 

The Halloween franchise has 
left its mark, becoming a major 
part of the American horror genre, 
and paving the way for all the 
slasher movies to come, includ- 
ing those previously mentioned. 

Grab the popcorn, your friends, 
or your lover, drinks, something 
to shield your eyes from those 
scary, gruesome scenes that are 
sure to make you scream, and get 
ready to watch the horror movies 
that have paved the wa y for future 
films and left a permanent impres- 
sion on America’s pop culture. 


“Her thoughts, attitudes, and 
practices have helped me through 
everyday life along with finding 
a new appreciation for theatre.” 

Beatrice runs warm-ups in her 
classes and productions, which 
many students have claimed 
help them daily, even  tak- 
ing the exercise out of class. 

“That’s why I _ serious- 
ly recommend her class to 
people,” the student continued. 

The 2019 Fall semester play, 
‘Five Women Wearing the Same 
Dress’, will be put on Thursday, 
Nov. 7 through to Sunday, Nov. 10. 

Beatrice says she has high 
hopes for the theater and 
for this production, stating, 

“I know we will continue to 
grow and produce great produc- 
tions for our loyal audiences.” 


O 
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Transfer Day 


Story continued from Page 1 


-dents of the MassTransfer 
Pathways program agreement 
that partners Northern Essex with 
other public colleges in Massa- 
chusetts and allows the opportu- 
nity for students to save signifi- 
cantly on the cost of receiving 
their bachelor’s. 

“Ideally the students are gain- 
ing the opportunity to figure out 
what’s going to be a good aca- 
demic and financial fit for them,” 
said Haas. 

Hass also said she answered a 


lot of student questions regarding 
the costs of transferring and ob- 
taining a bachelor’s degree. 

At the event, she said students 
came to her with questions re- 
garding housing and tuition pric- 
ing and she was able to give them 
an idea of what the “bottom line” 
of costs would be for them per- 
sonally. 

Paula Richards, English pro- 
fessor at NECC, brought her En- 
glish Composition | class to the 
Haverhill Transfer Day. 


She’s having her students 
write a source-based paper about 
pursuing a professional and per- 
sonal goal and she said that most 
of her class plans on transferring. 
“This is a chance to network, and 
to find out where they might want 
to transfer,” said Richards. 

Richards said that her class 
is made up of a large portion of 
non-native English speakers, so 
this event was beneficial to them 
practicing speaking in a more 
professional setting. 


Muyirah Valdez also attended 
the Haverhill event. 

His major is general stud- 
ies-health specialization. 

Ultimately, he wants to be- 
come a dentist. 

“I know I have to get my 
bachelor’s in biology, and I have 
to figure out which schools will 
let me transfer certain credits, so 
(this event) helped me find some 
schools to apply to,” he said. 

“The students are getting a 
very nice treat because we have 


an array of colleges here who are 
eager to meet them and tell them 
all about the journey or at least 
the next step in their academic 
journeys,” said NECC’s Assistant 
Vice President of Student Affairs, 
Dr. Jennifer Mezquita. 

Transfer Day allows North- 
ern Essex students to think about 
their futures beyond NECC, “the 
sky is the limit,” says Noemi 
Custodia-Lora vice president of 
the Lawrence campus and com- 


munity relations. 


Paula Richards brought her English Comp 1 class to the transfer day 


event. 


By Patricia GossELIN 
Campus Life Editor 

In honor of STEM week, cel- 
ebrated Oct. 19-24, NECC will 
host a variety of events. 

Dr. Carolyn  Knoepfler, 
NECC’s dean of STEM, was 
scheduled to speak on “Vaping 
and the Science of Addiction” 
on Oct. 22, in the Hartleb Tech- 
nology Center, Room 219. 

According to Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), the increase in vaping 
caused the current tobacco prod- 
uct use to significantly increase 
among high school and middle 
school students during 2017— 
2018, erasing the decline in to- 
bacco product use among youths 
that occurred in previous years. 

So far, 33-vaping related 
deaths have been reported to the 
CDC with one from Massachu- 
setts. 


Photo by Patty Gosselin 


Following these deaths and 
over 1,700 cases of related lung 
disease, Juul a popular vape 
company said it would suspend 
all broadcast, print and digi- 
tal advertising in the US, said 
C-Net. 

Opinions on vaping through- 
out campus vary widely. 

Olivia Zappala a criminal jus- 
tice major said she doesn’t have 
much of an opinion on vaping. 
She has friends who vape, aged 
16-21, but she doesn’t do it. 
“They could have more restric- 
tions [on vaping] but not a full 
ban,” she said. 

Olivia Castay, an environ- 
mental engineering major, also 
said she didn’t have much of 
an opinion on vaping and she 
doesn’t vape, herself. 

“Like most of everything 
there should be more regulation 
on it, banning it won’t fix any 


problems. If anything, it'll cause 
it to become more dangerous,” 
said Castay. 

Laura Bajor is an Ed Coach 
with the Transition Opportuni- 
ties Program (TOPs) is a collab- 
oration between Andover and 
North Andover Public Schools. 
TOP provides transition services 
to post-high school students be- 
tween the ages of 18-22. Bajor 
works with a student here at 
Northern Essex and also worked 
briefly at North Andover high 
school where she said vaping is 
rampant among students aged 
15-18. 

“T think vaping is not a good 
thing, it’s just a replacement for 
cigarettes. I would love to see 
it banned, but I’m not sure it’s 
constitutional,” she said. She 
thinks there should be further 
regulations on the products con- 
cerning what goes into them. 


“Tt’s just kind of a sad situ- 
ation,” she said. Vape products 
are often sold in enticing flavors 
like bubble-gum which Bajor 
said is part of the ploy to get kids 
to try it. 

Part of the vaping issue is 
how underage teens are gaining 
access to these products, Bajor 
said that much like when she 
was a teen, “dumb enough to 
try cigarettes,” there was always 
someone willing to sell to her 
and her friends. 

Mike Harris another NECC 
student said, “he doesn’t like it,” 
referring to vaping. “It depends 
on what you’re vaping but a lot 
of it is unregulated,” he said. 

“T’m not one of those people 
that just say they hate it, I used 
to vape. I have stopped because I 
know what’s in it and I just want 
to keep my body healthy,” said 
Harris. “It’s different coming 


Photo by Patty Gosselin 
Students visit with different colleges at the transfer day 
event. 


Vaping: Hot button issue 


Students weigh in on the issue of vaping 


from people who have first-hand 
experience,” he said. As far as 
vaping being an alternative to 
cigarettes, Harris said, “it’s ba- 
sically a cigarette.” 

Evaluna Nieves a general 
health studies major, is not a fan 
of vaping. Nieves has never tried 
it and she doesn’t have friends 
who vape. 

Nieves does think it should 
be banned though, because it’s 
dangerous, she said. “Even 
though it is used to help substi- 
tute cigarettes, it’s almost doing 
more harm,” she said. 

Nieves said she doesn’t think 
it’s good that vapes are allowed 
to market themselves with fruity 
“kid-friendly flavors”. “It’s sup- 
posed to be for adults, and in- 
stead it’s the young people who 
are using it,” said Nieves. 


wo 
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Local indie film is a smash 


NECC student receives recognition for movie 


By Erika RIVERA 
Correspondent 


“Boys Will be Boys” 
is a two time award nom- 
inated film written and 
directed by NECC stu- 
dent, Michael Tejada. 

Tejada’s love for film 
began when he started 
filming basketball games 
for his high school, 
Greater Lawrence Tech- 
nical School. 

Later on, with the 
help of his friends, he 
produced two films ti- 
tled “After Hours” and 
“IT.R.L (in real life)”; 
winning his first film fes- 
tival. 

His new film follows 


Photo by Kenny Martinez 
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Michael Tejada, Filmmaker 


James, a high school 
senior and star football 
player, who’s life comes 
crumbling down when 


of production is “seeing 
the story come to life, 


about much more than 
football, it really shows 


helped curate the film. 
With their partner- 


he gets into a fight at a 
house party. 

Tejada came up with- 
the concept for the film 
years prior to its produc- 
tion. 

He says, “I played 
football in high school 
for two years, so I knew 
I wanted to write a story 
about a vulnerable jock.” 


the pressures of growing 
up, and how they cause 
us to become people we 
were never destined to 
be. 

The production of the 
film took three months. It 
was written in July, shot 
in August and editing 
took place in September. 

Tejada’s favorite part 


and just being on set.” 

This film premiered 
on October 4, 2019 and 
has been shared by May- 
or Dan Rivera of Law- 
rence. The film now has 
over 1.7k views. 

Tejada will contin- 
ue working alongside 
lltwenty-one Studios , a 
local film company that 


ship he is working on a 
female led film, and em- 
barking on all sorts of 
creative projects. 

Tejada hopes that his 
efforts will help create a 
movement of film mak- 
ers in the Lawrence area, 
and inspire those who 
believe in the impossi- 
ble. 


twenty Nu 


The film however is 
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Movie Poster for “Boys Will Be Boys” 


New committee at NECC focused on student involyment 


By IsaAE GRULLON 
Features Editor 


Northern Essex Community 
College is home to many clubs 
and programs. However, student 
participation remains low. Could 
it be because students are too 
busy? Are they not interested in 
what is available? Or are they 
simply just not aware? 

There is a new committee 
made up of students, faculty and 
other staff, called the Integrated 
Student Experience (ISE) Com- 
munications Team that is trying 
to figure out the reason for the 
lack of participation and how to 
increase student involvement. It 
is a subgroup of a larger initiative 
called ISE Implementation Al- 
liance which is carrying out the 
new Integrated Student Experi- 
ence here at NECC. 

William Heineman, Vice Pres- 
ident of Academic and Student 
Affairs, was the first to realize 
the need for developing com- 


munications strategies to inform 
students, staff, and faculty about 
the ISE. 

Amy Callahan, Interim Dean 
of Liberal Arts is the team lead- 
er for the ISE Communications 
Team. In an email she writes: 

“We hope to ensure that ev- 
eryone at NECC understands 
the changes that are currently in 
place and others that are on the 
way with the ISE.” She continues, 
“These are exciting changes that 
will improve the academic expe- 
riences of our students. The most 
obvious example is the creation 
of the academic centers in which 
students can engage more active- 
ly with and receive more support 
for their academic life at NECC. 
Plus the centers are a good place 
to grab a snack and hang out with 
friends and faculty.” 

The team also hopes that stu- 
dents will take advantage of the 
new app available to them called 
Navigate. 


This committee is trying to change the culture, to make it feel 


more like a home for students 


- Andrew Venditti 


The app is meant to help with 
early registration, class sched- 
uling, as well as scheduling ap- 
pointments with different student 
services that can aid in setting 
goals and successfully meeting 
those goals. 

“The new Navigate app as a 
tool for planning classes and con- 
necting to an adviser is another 
important change. The goal of the 
ISE Communications Team is to 
get everyone informed.” writes 
Callahan. 

“This committee is trying to 
change the culture, to make it feel 
more like a home for students,” 


says Andrew Venditti, a Commu- 
nications major from Haverhill 
and one of two students on the 
team. 

The committee is looking to 
create hubs that would serve as a 
home base for students with sim- 
ilar majors. 

“We want resources to be 
available for students in need,” 
says Venditti. 

The ISE Communications 
Team is still in the infancy stag- 
es, “We've only met once.” wrote 
Dean Callahan in her email. “As 
the team leader, I am looking to 
draw from a variety of perspec- 


tives and expertise from across 
the college. The team includes 
students, faculty, deans, adviso- 
ers, and other staff from various 
offices on the Haverhill and Law- 
rence campuses. It’s especially 
important for us to have student 
perspectives.” 

Students can access the Navi- 
gate app on their myNECC page 
and it is accessible via desktop or 
any mobile device. 

More information on resourc- 
es, clubs and programs can al- 
ways be found on the NECC 
website and on bulletin boards 
across both campuses. 
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Can’t leave without it 
Students highlight their favorite clothing and accessories 


By MELANIE PoLANCO 


Lifestyles Editor 
Settling into new  class- 
Comcatial Desmase bite hectic: 


Everyone has busy schedules, 
students are working hard, andaim- 
ing to be studious and productive. 

Here at Northern Essex 
Community College, as_ stu- 
dents it is important to always 
bring all of your materials 
that you will need for the day. 

Whether it may be you back- 
pack that helps you carry your 
materials, pencils so that you can 
write your notes, and even your 
favorite water bottle to keep your 
water cold for your busy day. 

Students do the same with 
their clothing and accessories. 

They have an item they 
can’t leave their house with- 
out before going to class. 

Or even their favorite ar- 
ticle of clothing that allows 
them to feel ready for the day. 

“T can’t leave my house with- 
out my fanny pack. It is like a 
small purse but even better be- 
cause you don’t have to put it 
over your arm and carry it the 
entire time. I find it really easy 
and simple because I’m not re- 
ally into purses. With my fanny 
pack I am able to put everything 
I need for the day, I just clip it 
and go,” says Lisbeth Pita 20, 
Business transfer here at NECC. 

Sudents had different answers 


about what they have to have 
with them, depending on their 
lifestyle and their daily activities. 
“T started a new job as a gym- 
nastics teacher, and leggings have 
been my go-to lately, especially 
during morning classes and with 
the weather getting colder and 
when I really don’t feel like put- 
ting on anything else,” says nurs- 
ing student Janalyn LaRocque 19. 
She says she prefers be- 
ing comfortable most of all. 
“T like pairing leggings with 
either a comfy hoodie, a cute 
T-shirt and a cardigan, or a 
graphic tee and a jean jacket. 
They are very comfy and su- 
per easy to move around in.” 
Some students said _ that 
the items that they can’t leave 
their house without are articles 
of clothing and or what they 
hold their items in, while oth- 
ers had a more simple reply. 
“ T can never leave the house 
without my hair band. That 
is a must no matter where I 
go, I always have to bring it 
with me. It keeps my hair just 
how I like it.” says Zaida Pi- 
mentel 21, Business transfer. 
The different responses were 
interesting because in a school 
where we have many different 
people who live different lives it is 
delightful to see the different items 
students need to start their day. 
On a daily basis we all have 
items that just become part of 


i 


I can’t leave my house without my fanny 
pack... I find it really easy and simple.... 
- Lisbeth Pita 


ee 


Photo by Victor Castro Jr. 


Lisbeth Pita shows off her Fanny Pack, which is her ‘can’t leave without it’ accessory. 


Sot imvoliwed wrth your studemt mewvspaper 


_— Get to know your school better as you write and design G issues per semester. 
_ Let your voice be Heard as you become part of the free press- 
_— Spend time with like-minded individuals as you let the student body know the latest news!!! 


Interested? Contact usttiil 


NECC Observer Newsroom 


Haverhill Carmpus: 


Cais 


observer@Mnrnecc.mass.edu 


Facutty Adviser: Mary Jo Shafer 
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Runners turn out for Campus Classic 
Nearly 150 runners took part in the 5K 


By ELLEN SMALL Davis 
NECC Newsroom 


A cool and sunny morning 
greeted nearly 150 runners and 
walkers Oct. 5, as they competed 
in the Seventh Annual Northern 
Essex Community College Cam- 
pus Classic 5K, which wound 
through the Haverhill campus and 
its surrounding neighborhoods. 

Placing first, with a net time 
of 17:38, was NECC alumnus 
Logan Foster °19, of Hamp- 
stead, N.H. Foster was followed 
closely by Patrick Doherty of 
North Marshfield, who came 
in with a time of 18:27, and 
by Heather Searles of Ando- 
ver, whose net time was 19:21. 

Finishing third among male 
runners, after Foster and Doherty, 
was Jeff Clark of Lowell at 19:56. 
Placing second and third among 
female finishers, after Searles, 
was Maria Gonzalez of Burling- 
ton, at 20:55, and Kelly Gold- 
en of North Andover, at 22:58. 

Many of the participating run- ; ft = fe = 
ners, who hailed from towns all 3 = = < cd — 
across the Merrimack Valley and 
beyond, represented area orga- 
nizations, including Middlesex 
Conegene ten Dee snd Bite Photo courtesy NECC Newsroom 
Running, the North Shore Strid- 
ers, Covanta, Edgewood Retire- 
ment Community, and the NECC 
Police and Sheriff's Academie hundreds of community members vides support for student schol- again served as Platinum Sponsor. Campus Classic 5K, please vis- 


NECC President Lane Glenn addresses the runners and walkers prior to the start of the Campus Classic 5K Road Race on Oct. 5.. 


The Campus Classic 5K is -—fromcompetitiverunnerstonoy- arships, academic programs, and it the Campus Classic page 
an NECC fundraiser held each ices — have participated. Proceeds _ other areas of need at the coilege. For a full breakdown of results or contact Lindsay Graham 
year on the Haverhill campus. from the Campus Classic 5K ben- Covanta, one of the world’s fromtherace, vistiresultslive.com at lgraham@necc.mass.edu. 

Since its inception in 2013, efit the NECC Fund, which pro- largest providers of enmer- and search for Campus Classic. 

gy-from-waster solutions, once For more information on the 


Sat.2 at Region 21 Tournament % 
Sun. 3 at Region 21 Tournament % 


* Conference “ Division % Post season 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3027 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
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Men's Basketball schedule 


November 
Fri. lat NHTI ~NHTI Edward Jones Tap-Off Festival 6:00 PM 
Sat. 2vs. Central Maine Community College@NHTI = NHTI Edward Jones Tap-Off Festival 


Eastern Nazerene JV 
Fri. 8 Bronx Community College ; 6:00 PM 
ue.12 _ at Springfield Technical Community Callesé +A 7:30 PM 
u.14 Quinsigamond Community College * 4 6:00 PM 
Sat.16 at MassBay Community College * “ 1:00 PM 
ue.19 at Roxbury Community College * “ 7:30 PM 
u.21 at Gateway Community College - CT * “ 8:00 PM 
at University of Connecticut at Avery Point * / 


Womens Basketball schedule 


November 
Fri. 8 Bronx Community College 5:00 PM 
ue. 12 —_at Springfield Technical Community College * 5:00 PM 
u.14  Quinsigamond Community College * 4 5:30 PM 
ue.19 at Roxbury Community College * “ 5:30 PM 
Sat. 23 at University of Connecticut at Avery Point * “ 3:00 PM 
Central Maine Community College 


Cross Country Schedule 


November 
Sat. 2at NJCAA National Championship % @ Stanley Park - Westfield, MA 9:00am 


This paper is your voice, too! 


We are still looking for a Sports Editor. 
We want to see what you have to say. 
Do you like sports? Interested in journalism? Have you taken or plan to take Journalism I? 
Get in touch if this sounds interesting... 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3027 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
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By DANIKZA CARRASQUILLO 


Correspondent 
On Tuesday, Oct. 9, 2019, 
the seats in the Lecture Hall 
A were heavily filled for a 
regular weekday afternoon. 
“Thank you all for com- 
ing to be at home with me.” 
Diannely Antigua said. 
Conversation seized and ex- 
citement rose as our Poet, Di- 
annely Antigua began to read 
from her new book, Ugly Music. 
Antigua grew up in the Haver- 
hill area attending a religious 
school and was a part of a religious 
household, she grew up sheltered. 
Many of the poems in this 
book respond to mental ill- 
ness and abuse, topics which 
Antigua personally felt she 
wanted to share with others. 
“It was a voice that took 


More 


Poet comes ‘home’ 
Alumn Diannely Antigua visits campus to read from her book ‘Ugly Music’ 


time to develop” she said, about 
her ideas for her poetry com- 
ing from experiences she lived. 

Until she came face 
to face with her  obsta- 
cles and come out as victor. 

That is what Diannely An- 
tigua’s Ugly Music is a con- 
crete example of a victory. 

Her book was __ inspired 
through a playlist, with songs 
that she handpicked to accom- 
pany each poem in the book. 

“As a poet do you write ev- 
ery day?” Nathaniel McAr- 
thur, an NECC student asked. 

To this Antigua respond- 


ed with a very candid no. 

She went on to explain that 
although she does not write ev- 
eryday as some writers may do, 
she does use her notes to keep 
track of things that inspire her. 

Even if its a line or the whole 


poem she is able to keep them com- 
piled until she needs them again. 

“Coming from a_ sheltered 
home and not being able to 
share as much as you would 
have liked, how is your adult life 
now that you have some creative 
freedom?” Amy Psado asked. 

Antigua refers to her book as 
being a representation of a voice 
that was created through her pro- 
cess, she makes it clear that the 
voice is not technically her at 
this present moment but that in 
aspect she relates to the voice. 

Antigua feels strongly about the 
topics of mental illness and abuse 
that she addresses in her poems. 

She wants to show oth- 
ers who struggle that they 
are not alone, they are not 
facing the world in silence, 


Come See and Hear 
a 2020 Presidential 
Candidate! 


WHO: Dr. Joe Sestak, former U.S. Navy Admiral 
and Democratic Pennsylvania Congressman 

WHAT: Meet & Greet — includes a brief presentation/Q &A 

WHEN: Thursday, October 24, 2019 from 9:30 to 10:30 AM 

WHERE: Chester W. Hawrylciw (Top Notch) Theater, 3 floor, 

Spurk “C” Building, Haverhill campus 


Sponsored by the NECC Global Studies Department; contact Rich 
Padova at rpadova@necc.mass.edu with any questions. 

NOTE: all 19 Democrats and 4 Republicans running in the 2020 
presidential campaign have been invited to speak at Northern Essex. 
Further notices will be posted if other candidates accept. 


Photo by Patty Gosselin 


Student Danikza Carrasquillo, on left, speaks with poet 
Diannely Antigua on right. Antigua visited campus to read 
from her poety book “Ugly Music” on Oct. 9. 


